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itself was less anxious about the old religion than it had been on his arrival in Italy. Prsetextatus was dead; Symmachus had abandoned the contest. Jerome had ceased to compromise the Church with his imprudent letters. The law of 382 was quietly doing its work. In the West, under the strong Theodosius, temples were being levelled to the ground by the Christian people, led by fanatical priests and monks. At Rome the sacrificial fires were going out one by one for want of funds. In a few more years the bishops would find it opportune to advise Valentinian to close the temples and prohibit the old cult. Earnest religion was retreating to the Vatican, without the walls, where the temples of Christ and Mithra mingled their incense-fumes in significant proximity.
For Augustine the one great abomination in Rome was the small and obscure group of Manicheans. He at once opened a bitter and lifelong campaign on his old religion.1 By word
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